
 

 

 

 

PROGRAM | FRIDAY 26th NOVEMBER 

 9.30am  Registration and refreshments 

10:00am 
- 

1:05pm 

Conference opening & Acknowledgement of Country 

 
MARGY OSMOND 
Tourism & Transport Forum 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

Chairman’s message 

 

HON. BRUCE BAIRD AM 

Tourism & Transport Forum 

Chairman 

 

Venue host welcome 

 

GEOFF DONAGHY 

ICC Sydney 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

Opening remarks 

 

DAVID SPEERS 

Host of Insiders  

ABC 

 

 

Interview 

Calling all stops: the critical role of cities and urban 

infrastructure policy in the post-pandemic recovery and 

revitalisation of our cities 

 

Moderated By: 

David Speers | Host of Insiders | ABC 

 

HON. PAUL FLETCHER MP  

Minister for Communication, Urban 

Infrastructure, Cities and Arts 

Vote of thanks 

 

MATT BEKIER 

Chief Executive Officer &  

Managing Director 

The Star Entertainment Group 
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10:00am 
- 

1:05pm 

 

Keynote 
 

HON. ANTHONY ALBANESE MP 
Leader of the Opposition 

 

Interview 

Getting it right: What will be the winning strategy for the next 

Federal Election Poll? 

 

Moderated By: 

David Speers | Host of Insiders | ABC 

 

 

DR JOHN HEWSON AM 

Professor, Crawford School of Public 

Policy ANU and Formal Liberal 

Opposition Leader  

 

 

Interview 

Going it alone: the major party conundrum  
 

Moderated By: 

David Speers | Host of Insiders | ABC 

 

 

CAMPBELL NEWMAN AO 

Chairman, Political Commentator, 

Former Politician  

 

Panel Discussion 

Conquering climate policy, gender and Indigenous equality  
and other key issues impacting the Coalition's re-election! 
 

Moderated By: 

David Speers | Host of Insiders | ABC 

 
SENATOR ANDREW BRAGG 
Senator for NSW 
 
DAVE SHARMA MP  
Member for Wentworth NSW 
 

HON. TIM WILSON MP 

Assistant Minister to the Minister for 

Industry, Energy and Emissions 

Reduction 

Member for Goldstein, VIC 

 

TRENT ZIMMERMAN MP 
Member for North Sydney NSW  
 

 

Interview 

Filling the skills gap – the Opposition’s agenda!  
 

Moderated By:Laura Jayes | Anchor of AM Agenda | Sky 

News 

 

 
HON. RICHARD MARLES MP 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition; 
Shadow Minister for National 
Reconstruction, Employment, Skills and 
Small Business 
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Media Panel Discussion 

Federal Election: The key issues that will decide the poll and 
how they will impact the outcome 
 

Moderated By: 

Margy Osmond | CEO | Tourism & Transport    

 

 

PHIL COOREY 

Political Editor 

The Australian Financial Review 

 

LAURA JAYES 

Anchor of AM Agenda  

Sky News 

 

DAVID SPEERS 
Host of Insiders 
ABC 
 

LUNCH – COCKLE BAY FOYER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:05pm 
- 

3:40pm 

  

 

Welcome back 

 

 

LAURA JAYES 

Anchor of AM Agenda 

Sky News 

 

 

Interview 

Green Recovery: a sustainable tourism industry and the future 

 

Moderated By: 

Laura Jayes | Anchor of AM Agenda | Sky News 

 

 

SENATOR SARAH HANSON-YOUNG 

Senator for South Australia  

 

Keynote 

Which way will the election swing? Key battleground and 

insights 

 

Q& A Moderated By: 

Laura Jayes | Anchor of AM Agenda | Sky News 

 

 

ANTONY GREEN 

ABC Election Analyst 
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1:05pm 
- 

3:40pm 

Interview 

All for one and one for all 

 

Moderated By: 

Laura Jayes | Anchor of AM Agenda | Sky News 

 

 

STEPHEN FERGUSON  

Chief Executive Officer 

Australian Hotels Association  

 

WES LAMBERT  

Chief Executive Officer 

Restaurant & Catering Industry 

Association  

 

MARGY OSMOND 

Chief Executive Officer 

Tourism & Transport Forum 

 

PAUL ZAHRA  

Chief Executive Officer 

Australian Retailers Association 

 

 

Interview 

Plugging the skills gap: what will it take to rebuild the visitor 

economy workforce? 

 

Moderated By: 

Laura Jayes | Anchor of AM Agenda | Sky News 

 

 

HON. STUART ROBERT MP 

Minister for Employment, Workforce, 

Skills, Small and Business  

 

Closing remarks 

 

MARGY OSMOND 

Chief Executive Officer 

Tourism & Transport Forum 

 

2021 FEDERAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT ENDS 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEAKER BIOS 

 

 
HON. ANTHONY ALBANESE MP 
Leader of the Opposition 
 
Anthony has represented the Inner West of Sydney as the Federal Member for Grayndler 
since 1996. 
 
Following the election of the Federal Labor Government in November 2007, he became the 
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, and 
Leader of the House of Representatives. 
 
In 2010, Anthony was named Aviation Minister of the Year for producing Australia’s first 
ever Aviation White Paper. In 2012, he was named Infrastructure Minister of the Year by 
London-based publication Infrastructure Investor. 
 
In June 2013, Anthony became Deputy Prime Minister, and also took on additional 
responsibility as Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy. 
 
In July 2016 he was re-elected as the Member for Grayndler and appointed the Shadow 
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development and the Shadow 
Minister for Tourism. 
 
On 30 May 2019, Anthony was elected unopposed as Leader of the Australian Labor Party 
 

  
HON. BRUCE BAIRD AM 
Chairman | Tourism & Transport Forum 
 
Bruce Baird’s professional career has spanned the Australian Trade Commission service 
and the NSW and Federal Parliaments. He was a Federal member for Cook for nine years 
and during that time he was Chairman of both the Trade Committee and the House 
Standing Committee on Economics. He previously held roles as NSW Minister for 
Transport, Tourism, Roads and Minister for Sydney’s Olympic Bid. Prior to this he was 
Australia’s Assistant Trade Commissioner in Germany and Trade Commissioner in New 
York. Prior Board positions include Chair of the National Rail Corporation, Chair of the 
Tourism and Transport Forum, Chair of the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator and Board 
Member of Sydney Theatre Company. 
 
Bruce is currently Chair of BE Sydney, Trustee of Sydney Opera House, Chair of Advisory 
Board of Screen Producers Australia, Chair of Kamay Project, Heart Research Institute 
Board and Member of International Advisory Board of Cubic Transportation Systems. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SPEAKER BIOS 

  
PHIL COOREY 
Political Editor 
 
Phillip Coorey is joined the Canberra press gallery in 1998 as the Chief Political 
Correspondent with Adelaide’s The Advertiser. He spent 2003 and 2004 in the US as News 
Ltd New York correspondent and covered the 2004 US primaries and presidential election. 
He was appointed Political Editor of The Advertiser upon his return to the press gallery in 
2005. Coorey joined the Sydney Morning Herald in 2006 and was the paper’s Chief Political 
Correspondent until late 2012 when joined Australian Financial Review. He is the paper’s 
Political Editor. He won the Paul Lyneham award for press gallery excellence in 2012 and 
2013. 
 

  
STEPHEN FERGUSON 
Chief Executive Officer | Australian Hotels Association 

Stephen Ferguson is the CEO of the Australian Hotels Association (AHA), the national voice 
of Australia’s vibrant hotel industry. 

In his current role as National CEO of the AHA, he serves as as the corporate link between 
Australia’s 5,000 hotels and the Federal Government. 

National areas of responsibility include workplace relations, tourism, preventative health and 
alcohol policy, gambling, taxation and competition policy. 

Stephen Ferguson has a long history of communicating and negotiating complex public 
issues with diverse groups of stakeholders with competing interests. 

In Stephen’s previous roles as CEO of the Brisbane Racing Club and GM Corporate Affairs 
with Racing NSW, he managed the expectations of diverse stakeholder groups all 
competing for scarce resources, e.g. government, members, owners, trainers, jockeys, 
punters, government and the community. 

Stephen holds a Masters of Business Administration, Bachelor of Social Science and is a 
Graduate Member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors. 



 

 

 

  

HON. PAUL FLETCHER MP 

Minister for Communications, Urban Infrastructure, Cities and the Arts 

Paul Fletcher is the federal MP for Bradfield, in northern Sydney, and the Minister for 
Communications, Urban Infrastructure, Cities and the Arts in the Morrison Government. He 
entered parliament in December 2009, became a Parliamentary Secretary in 2013 and a 
Minister in 2015, and was appointed to his present role in December 2020. Before entering 
parliament, Paul was Director, Corporate and Regulatory Affairs, at Optus for eight years. 
Earlier in his career, he was chief of staff to the Minister for Communications in the Howard 
Government, senator Richard Alston. 

Paul has degrees in law and economics from the University of Sydney and an MBA from 
Columbia University, New York, where he was a Fulbright scholar 

  

ANTONY GREEN 

Chief Election Analyst, Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) 

 

Antony Green is well known as Australia’s leading Election analyst and has been the face of 

ABC elections for three decades. 

 

Antony has worked for the ABC on more than 90 federal, state and territory elections. He 

also designed the computer system used by the ABC to cover elections and is responsible 

for the ABC’s authoritative on-line election guides. 

 

As well as Australian elections, Antony has travelled overseas to cover and observe 

elections in Canada, New Zealand and the United Kingdom. 

 

Antony produces regular publications on electoral matters for Australian parliamentary 

libraries and contributes to parliamentary reviews of electoral laws. He is also an Adjunct 

Professor in the Department of Government and International Relations at the University of 

Sydney. 

  

SENATOR SARAH HANSON-YOUNG 

Australian Greens Senator for South Australia 

First elected to the Senate in 2007 at age 25, Sarah is the youngest woman elected to 

Federal Parliament. Sarah has worked hard to represent her home state of South Australia 

and to give a voice to those too often forgotten. 

Sarah believes our economy must deliver for both people and planet. She knows her 

generation is the first to see the impacts of climate change – and the last that can stop it. 

Sarah is a big believer that we all have a role to play in protecting our environment. But to 



 

 

 

make the big changes we need, government and business must work with communities to 

reduce pollution, become more sustainable and restore our endangered planet. Sarah is a 

strong advocate for making sure no-one is left behind as we transition to a cleaner and 

safer world. 

The 2019 Federal Election saw Sarah double her vote in South Australia and regain her 

seat in the Senate. With six years ahead of her, Sarah is more energised and determined 

than ever to protect the Great Australian Bight, demand real action on climate change and 

get water back to the Murray Darling. As of February 2020, Sarah holds the Greens 

portfolios for Environment & Water, the Arts & Communications, Tourism and Dental Health. 

In 2018, Sarah released her first book, En Garde, an intimate journey of her experience in 

politics. 

In December 2019, Sarah won a #MeToo case against a former senator. 

  

LAURA JAYES 

Anchor of AM Agenda | Sky News 

 

Laura Jayes is Political Reporter at Sky News Australia and anchor of morning political 

program AM Agenda, weekdays at 9am. 

 

Each weekday morning, Laura Jayes delivers unrivalled breaking political news, the day’s 

top stories and national affairs coverage to Sky News viewers across the country. 

 

Laura joined Sky News in 2006 before being appointed Brisbane Reporter. In 2011 she 

moved to Canberra to take on the role of Political Reporter before returning to Sydney in 

2014. 

 

In January 2016 Laura joined the Sky News primetime line-up as anchor of The Latest with 

Laura Jayes. Following this, Laura took on the role of anchor of NewsDay before moving to 

Sky News Australia’s flagship breakfast program First Edition with Peter Stefanovic. 

 

A leading political journalist, Laura has covered the 2012 and 2013 Labor Leader leadership 

challenges, 2015 Liberal leadership challenge, the 2018 Liberal leadership spill and three 

Federal Elections. 

 

She has also reported on Brexit live from London, the Queensland floods, the war in 

Afghanistan from Kabul, Kandahar and Tarin Kowt and Donald Trumps’ election win and 

inauguration in Washington. She is one of the only journalists to be granted access to 

Nauru to report on the fate of asylum seekers. 

 



 

 

 

In 2016 Laura was the recipient of a team Walkley Award and Logie Award for the 2016 Sky 

News Federal Election coverage. In 2018, Laura was also part of the Sky News political 

team entry that won an AACTA Award for the coverage of the 2018 Liberal leadership spill, 

in the subscription television award category for best live event production. 

  
WES LAMBERT 
Chief Executive Officer | Restaurant & Catering Industry Association of Australia 

Wes Lambert CPA, FGIA, CAE, MAICD, commenced with Restaurant & Catering in May 
2019, led R&CA to 2020 Association of the Year, and is a 2020 winner of an AuSAE 
Association Influencer Award. Most recently he served as Chief Financial Officer and 
Executive Director for Velocity Group, a retail industry holding company based in the United 
States.   

Mr Lambert previously served as Executive Director, Secretary and Financial Controller for 
Pacific Restaurant Group Ltd (Kingsleys, ChopHouse, & Jamie’s Italian), Australia’s first 
public unlisted Full-Service Restaurant Group, from 2007 to 2012, where he was 
responsible for the restructure and IPO of the Group as well as securing the Master 
Franchise Agreement for Jamie’s Italian in Australia/NZ. 

Prior to that Mr Lambert was an Investment Banker in Restaurant Capital before owning 
and managing multiple hospitality venues in Asia and the United States. Over the past 
21 years he has honed his skills in networking, stakeholder management & reporting, 
governance, financial planning & analysis, strategic planning, and operations management 
around the world. 

Mr Lambert has prior experience with R&CA, having served on both the NSW and QLD 

Boards of R&CA as well as serving as the Treasurer of the QLD Board and has been 

featured in the R&C Magazine. 

  
HON. RICHARD MARLES MP 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Shadow Minister for National Reconstruction, 
Employment, Skills and Small Business 

Richard Marles is currently the Deputy Leader of the Australian Labor Party, Shadow 
Minister for National Reconstruction, Employment, Skills and Small Business, Shadow 
Minister for Science, and the Federal Member for Corio. 

Richard’s previous appointments include Shadow Minister for Defence, Shadow Minister for 
Immigration and Border Protection, Minister of Trade, Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, Parliamentary Secretary for Pacific Island Affairs, Parliamentary Secretary for 
Innovation and Industry, and Chair of the House of Representatives Standing Committee on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Affairs. 



 

 

 

  
CAMPBELL NEWMAN AO 
Chairman | Senate Candidate | Former Politician 

Campbell Newman, AO is the Liberal Democrats Senate Candidate for Queensland. 
 
When he isn’t campaigning he is the Chairman of Arcana Capital, syndicating commercial 
property investment opportunities for sophisticated investors, a Director & adviser to a 
number of start-up technology companies and a regular commentator on SkyNews 
Australia. 

He previously held the role of Lord Mayor of Brisbane from 2004 to 2011 and Premier of 
Queensland from 2012 to 2015 and was involved in the conception and delivery of major 
infrastructure projects. 

Before politics, Campbell worked for six years as an executive for Grainco Australia in the 
grain storage, handling and logistics industry and also for four years as a management 
consultant. 

He also spent 13 years in the Australian Army and served as an officer in the Royal 
Australian Engineers. 

BE Hons (UNSW), MBA Financial Management (UQ), Graduate of RMC Duntroon. FIE 
Aust. 

  

MARGY OSMOND 

Chief Executive Officer | Tourism & Transport Forum 

Margy Osmond is the Chief Executive Officer of the Tourism & Transport Forum, assuming 
the role on 1 October 2014. Margy has extensive experience in policy development and 
advocacy, politics, membership organisations, management, media and public relations. 

Before joining TTF, Margy was the inaugural CEO of ANRA which was established in 2006 
as a lobby and research organisation to be the voice of the large national retailers in 
Australia. Prior to this, Margy was the CEO of the State and Sydney Chambers of 
Commerce in NSW for five years. 

Margy has a wide range of Board experience having been Chair of the NSW TAFE 
Commission Board and Chair of the Australian Sports Foundation, Deputy Chair of Tourism 
NSW, and served on the boards of the Australian Sports Commission, Bell Shakespeare, 
the Retail Employees Superannuation Trust, NSW Major Events, the NSW Police Minister’s 
Advisory Board and NSW State Transit Authority. Margy also chaired the bid and official 
Organising Committee for the largest non-elite sporting event in the world, the International 
World Masters Games, held in Sydney in 2009. 



 

 

 

  

HON. STUART ROBERT MP 

Minister for Employment, Workforce, Skills, Small and Family Business 

Stuart Robert has been the Federal Member for the northern Gold Coast seat of Fadden 
since November 2007. He is a passionate advocate for the northern Gold Coast in 
Canberra, working hard to influence the decisions affecting local residents in the 
community. 

In March 2021, Stuart was appointed Minister for Employment, Workforce, Skills, Small and 
Family Business. In this role, Stuart is working to continue Australia’s economic recovery 
through protecting jobs, connecting Australians with work and building a workforce with the 
right skill set to secure our future prosperity. 

He has a particular focus on increasing workforce participation for women, ensuring there is 
an environment for small and family business to thrive, and building a care workforce to 
support our veterans, our childcare centres, provide services for people with disability and 
our aged care sector. 

Since entering public life Stuart has held a number of Ministerial appointments, including 
Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Human Services, Assistant Minister for Defence, Minister 
for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC. 

Following the May 2019 election, Stuart took on responsibility for the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) and services such as Centrelink, Medicare and Child Support, 
provided to Australians by Services Australia, the executive agency established under his 
leadership, formally known as the Department of Human Services. 

As Minister for Government Services, Stuart led the Federal Government’s efforts to provide 
social supports to millions of Australians throughout the Black Summer bushfires, several 
major flooding events and the COVID-19 pandemic. In the face of the greatest need of 
government supports since the Great Depression, Stuart ensured the government services 
Australians relied upon were provided in a timely and respectful manner. As a result of his 
leadership, the crisis call wait times reduced, even as demand was at unprecedent levels. 
Over 3 years’ worth of government supports were processed within five weeks. 

As Minister for the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS), Stuart continued the 
delivery of the most significant social reform since Medicare through rolling-out the NDIS. 
This included completing the national roll-out and improving scheme delivery, which saw the 
National Disability Insurance Agency  provide supports to NDIS participants faster while 
also ensuring the scheme expanded to cover over 430,000 Australians – with thousands 
receiving supports for the very first time. Through his time as Minister, satisfaction with the 
NDIS remained very-high among NDIS participants. 



 

 

 

  

DAVE SHARMA MP 

Member for Wentworth 

Dave was elected to the Australian Parliament for the seat of Wentworth, in eastern 
Sydney, in May 2019 as a candidate of the Liberal Party. Prior to politics, Dave enjoyed an 
extensive and distinguished career as an Australian diplomat. 

Dave joined Australia’s diplomatic service in 1999 and served in Papua New Guinea, 
Washington DC and Israel. Dave served with the Australian-led peacekeeping force in 
Bougainville in 2000, for which he was awarded the Australian Service Medal. From 2001 to 
2003 Dave was stationed in Papua New Guinea, helping to negotiate an end to the civil war 
in Bougainville. On his return to Australia, he worked as the legal and multilateral adviser to 
Foreign Minister Alexander Downer. 

From 2006 to 2009, Dave served as the political counselor at the Australian Embassy in 
Washington DC, where he worked to coordinate and align policies with the US 
Administration on important challenges in East Asia and the Middle East. 

From 2010 to 2012, Dave headed the International Division in the Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet in Canberra, helping spearhead the Prime Minister’s diplomatic effort 
across the breadth of Australian interests. 

From 2013 to 2017, Dave served as Australia’s Ambassador to Israel, helping strengthen 
the relationship in the defence and technology sectors and ensuring strong Australian 
support for Israel in international forums. 

Dave is Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties, and Chair of the Foreign Affairs 
and Aid Subcommittee. 

  

DAVID SPEERS 

Host of Insiders | ABC 

David Speers is the host of “Insiders”, the ABC’s flagship political program, where he 
interviews leading political figures and explores the big issues each week with an expert 
panel. David also writes political analysis each week for ABC news online, appears across 
TV and radio platforms and is a regular host of Q&A. 

He joined the ABC in 2020 after 19 years as the Political Editor of Sky News Australia. 

David has won two individual Walkley Awards for interviewing, along with a number of other 
Walkley, Logie and Kennedy Awards for his journalism. He has also won the Press Gallery 
Journalist of the Year Award. 

David spent 20 years working from the Canberra Press Gallery, serving 3 years as Gallery 
President and 15 years on the board of the National Press Club. 



 

 

 

  

TIM WILSON MP 

Federal Liberal Member for Goldstein 

Tim Wilson is the Federal Liberal Member for Goldstein, and Assistant Minister to the 
Minister for Industry, Environment and Emissions Reduction and is the author of The New 
Social Contract: Renewing the Liberal Vision for Australia. He previously served as Chair of 
the House Economics Committee and Australia’s Human Rights Commissioner. He has 
postgraduate qualifications in Energy and Carbon Management from Murdoch and a 
Masters of Diplomacy and Trade from Monash, as well as a Bachelor of Arts. 
 
 

  
PAUL ZAHRA 
Chief Executive Officer | Australian Retailers Association 
 
Paul Zahra is a CEO, Non Executive Director, Board and Company Advisor and one of 
Australia’s most influential diversity advocates. A leading force in the Australian Retail 
Industry for over 35 years, Paul’s corporate roles have included Chief Executive Officer 
and Managing Director of Australia’s premium department store, David Jones Limited 
as well as senior leadership roles at Target Australia and Officeworks Superstores. 

 
Paul advises Boards and Companies in areas including retail (both traditional and 
startups), leadership, transformational change and diversity. 
Paul has been previously credited for leading the digital transformation of one of the 
oldest department stores in the world achieving market-leading momentum, resulting in 
financial stability for the business during the worst retail conditions in 25 years and 
leading to its successful sale at a premium in 2014.  Under Paul’s stewardship, David 
Jones was transformed from a traditional bricks and mortar retailer to a contemporary 
omni-channel retailer, resulting in the Company’s average online order rising to three 
times the value of the average in-store transaction. 

 
A powerful champion for diversity and inclusion in the workplace, Paul has led 
numerous high profile LGBTI campaigns and initiatives. In February 2016, Paul was 
appointed Chair of The Pinnacle Foundation, a not for profit which provides 
scholarships and mentoring to disadvantaged LGBTI youth in Australia. Paul has 
recently been appointed CEO of the Australian Retailers Association. 

 

Paul is an alumni of Stanford University, USA. 



 

 

 

 

TRENT ZIMMERMAN MP 

Federal Member for North Sydney 

Trent Zimmerman is the Member for North Sydney in the Australian Parliament.  He was 
first elected to Parliament in a by-election on 5 December 2015 and re-elected at the 2016 
and 2019 general elections. 

Trent is the Chair of the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Health, Aged 
Care and Sport.  He is also a member of the House Standing Committee on the 
Environment and Energy, the House Standing Committee on Communications and the Arts 
and the House Privileges Committee.  He is Convenor of the Coalition Friends of Tourism, 
Co-Convenor of several bipartisan Parliamentary Friendship Groups including Amnesty 
International, the SBS, Rare Diseases and the Australian Catholic University.  He has also 

been Chair of the Parliamentary Friends of Armenia and Argentina. 

 


